
Pelican
MONTHLY MEETINGS
Date:  Fourth Tuesday of the month
Time:  Social at 6:30 p.m. Program starts at 7 p.m.
Location: Moana Nursery Landscape and Design Center
  1100 West Moana Lane, Reno
Directions: Moana Nursery is on the southwest corner of Lakeside Drive and West 
Moana Lane. The Landscape and Design Center is a separate building located on 
the west side of the parking lot.

May 26, 2015 – Kevin Burls, PhD – Nevada Bugs and Butterflies: Celebrating 
the Diversity of the Great Basin and Sierra Nevada Mountains
Nevada’s ecosystems—the Great Basin, Sierra Nevada Mountains, and Mojave 
Desert—harbor amazingly diverse arthropod communities. These species provide 
numerous crucial ecosystem functions including pollination, nutrient cycling, and 
pest control. However, their small size and habitat requirements make them among 
the lesser-known animals for Nevada’s (human) residents. Kevin and his fiancée, 
Cynthia Scholl, both UNR graduates, started Nevada Bugs and Butterflies (NBB) 
in 2012 to provide hands-on experiences with insects and educate the public about 
their life cycles and the roles they play in our daily lives. This presentation will 
include an overview of NBB’s programs, including their seasonal outdoor science 
center and butterfly house, as well as outreach events around the area, and will 
also highlight some of Kevin’s personal favorite bugs that you can find in your 
neighborhood. 

BIRD ID CLASSES
The popular Birds of the Truckee Meadows bird identification classes started last 
month, but there are three classes still to be held (see schedule below) on Monday, 
May 4, May 11, and May 18. The classes will be at the Moana Nursery 
Landscape and Design Center (same place as our LAS meetings) from 6:00-8:00 
p.m. The cost is $10 for a single class, payable at the door (please arrive early 
enough to pay before the class starts; the door will be open at 5:30 p.m.).
Class Schedule
Monday, May 4:     Wetland Birds, Alan Gubanich
Monday, May 11:   Mountain Birds, Jim Eidel
Monday, May 18:   Backyard Birds, Alan Gubanich
If you have any questions or would like to register in advance, contact Jane 
Burnham, 677-4178 or jane.burnham@sbcglobal.net.
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Mission:
To preserve and improve the 

remaining habitat of birds and 
other wildlife, restore historical 
habitat, and educate the pub-
lic, with emphasis on children, 

providing vision to all about our 
unique Nevada environments.

Submissions for the July / August 2015 
issue are due May 28, 2015.

The Pelican may be viewed on the LAS 
website at www.nevadaaudubon.org, 
click on the Newsletter tab.
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THIS IS THE LAST PELICAN ISSUE TO BE 
PRINTED AND MAILED 

GENERAL MEETING CALENDAR 2015
June & July: No Meeting
August 25:  Steven Gessler, Namiba: More Rocks, Sand, and Rhinos than Nevada 

This issue is the last issue of The Pelican 
to be printed and mailed to our general 
membership. As we have published in the last 
two issues, the LAS Board of Trustees voted 
to switch to an online-only newsletter after 
this issue. 
The Board’s decision is based on the costs, 
both monetary and in volunteer hours, to print 
and mail paper copies of The Pelican every 
two months to our 1,200 plus members that 
have not yet opted for an electronic version of 
the newsletter. The yearly costs for printing 
and mailing the newsletter have been over 
$5,000 a year, which makes a significant dent 
in the funds that LAS raises from donations. 
Bi-monthly mailing requires almost 200 
volunteer hours annually. 
For much of the 50 years of LAS’s existence, 
our mailed Pelican newsletter was the 
only way to let our members know about 
upcoming meetings, field trips, and bird 
classes. But the Internet has changed the 
way organizations communicate with their 
members. By the time that we make the 

switch to an online Pelican, LAS will have a 
brand new website with an event calendar and 
online payment of membership dues. We hope 
that all our members will get into the habit of 
checking in at the website every week or two. 
For those members who have not already 
subscribed to the electronic version of the 
newsletter, or who are not on the LAS email 
notification list and would like to be reminded 
when the latest version of the newsletter is 
posted on the website, please send your email 
address to Kathy Oakes (oakesy@sbcglobal.
net). 
We know that some of our members do not 
use or have access to a computer. For these 
members (who would not otherwise be able to 
get LAS news), we plan to distribute a limited 
number of Xeroxed copies of the newsletter. 
The deadline for asking for a mailed copy was 
March 31, but you can still submit a request 
to Membership/Lahontan Audubon Society, 
PO Box 2304, Reno, Nevada 89505 until the 
end of May, 2015. 

The Tahoe Institute for Natural Science 
(TINS) and the U.S. Forest Service will hold 
the 6th Annual Lake Tahoe Bird Festival on 
Saturday and Sunday, June 13 and 14, 

2015, at the Taylor Creek Visitor Center 
in South Lake Tahoe. Come out for lots of 
fun birding activities. More information is at 
www.TINSweb.org.

6th ANNUAL LAKE TAHOE BIRD FESTIVAL
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CALLING ALL ARTISTS!! CALLING ALL ARTISTS!! 

The May General Meeting of LAS 
(Tuesday, May 26, 2015) is the time for 
nomination and election of LAS Officers 
and Board of Trustees members. We 
are looking for enthusiastic and willing 
volunteers to become directly involved in 
the organization. 
The LAS Nomination Committee (Jacque 
Lowery and Alan Gubanich) would love 
to hear from any of you willing to take on 
a challenge. Anyone can nominate himself 
or anyone else for any of the positions 
listed below. We encourage you to think 
seriously about the nomination process and 
join us at the May 26 meeting to help elect 
next year’s slate of Officers and Board 
members. Nominations will remain open 

until the election is held the evening of the 
meeting. Only LAS members are allowed 
to vote, but anyone can nominate.
Every year, all the LAS Officer slots 
(President, Vice President, Recording 
Secretary, and Treasurer) are open for 
nomination. This year, we especially 
need volunteers to step up for the offices 
of Recording Secretary and President. 
For more information on the duties of the 
President, please contact Jane Burnham 
(jane.burnham@sbcglobal.net); for 
information about the duties of Recording 
Secretary, please contact Kristin Szabo 
(krs4242@gmail.com). 
There are two seats on the Board of 
Trustees that come up for election this 

year: Seats #3 and #5. Both are for a 
three-year term from July 2015 through 
the end of June 2018. As of present, we 
have only one person interested in possible 
nomination. We really could use another 
intrepid soul to volunteer as a new 
Board member. 
Serving as an Officer or on the Board of 
Trustees is a great opportunity to learn 
more about Audubon, both LAS and 
National. You don’t need to be an expert 
on birds or any other topic to serve -- just 
bring your interest and enthusiasm. Please 
contact Jacque (nevadabird@charter.
net) or Alan (renopopop@pyramid.net) 
for more information on the duties of any 
position for which you may be interested.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR LAS ELECTIONS

GEESE IN TREES
The Bird Notes column in this issue (see 
Page 4) mentions that Rob Lowry found 
two Canada Geese occupying old raptor 
nests in trees along the Carson River. 
There have been several postings and 
comments over the last few years on the 
NVBirds Listserv about observations 
of Canada Geese in tree nests. Most 
mention cottonwood trees, but one 
from Mark Stirling on April 11, 2012, 
reported a female goose evaluating an 
old Red-tailed Hawk nest about 30 feet 
up in a conifer in Gardnerville. The 
gander watched from about 100 feet 
away and appeared to be voting no to 
the tree site. 
According to Dr. Fred Ryser, in his 
book Birds of the Great Basin (1985 
University of Nevada Press), the female 
goose selects the nest site and does the 
nest building. She looks for a site that is 
isolated, close to water, and somewhat 
elevated, with good visibility in all 
directions. The nest is often on a beaver 
or muskrat lodge, or on islands or dikes, 
but may be in a tree (which is certainly 
elevated). 
The accompanying photo taken by Fred 
Petersen shows a Canada Goose in an old 
raptor nest in a cottonwood tree along the 
Truckee River at Oxbow Park on March 
31, 2010. Fred noted that the goose was 
still on the nest on April 21, but was gone 
on April 24 and there was no sign of adults 
or young. Fred found egg shell fragments 

and the remains of a very young gosling 
directly beneath the nest. Fred mentioned 
in his posting to the Listserv about geese 
nesting in trees that Arthur Cleveland Bent, 
in his Life Histories of North American 
Wildfowl, Volume 1-2, (published in 1962 

by Dover press as an unabridged and 
unaltered republication of Bent’s original 
1923 and 1925 Smithsonian Institution 
National Museum Bulletins 126 and 130) 
stated that in the northwest portions of the 
country Canada Geese frequently nest in 
trees using the old nests of ospreys, hawks, 
or other large birds. The goose apparently 

does not build any such nest for itself, but 
sometimes repairs the nest by bringing in 
twigs and lining it with down. 
Alan de Queiroz later added to the 
discussion of geese in trees after he read 
Stephen Ambrose’s Undaunted Courage 
(1996, Touchstone Press) about the 
Lewis and Clark expedition. Ambrose 
wrote: “On April 13 [1805], Clark shot 
a Canada Goose sitting on its nest in the 
top of a lofty cottonwood. Lewis climbed 
to inspect the nest and brought back an 
egg. He noted, ‘the wild geese frequently 
build their nests in this manner.’” Alan 
mentioned that Lewis’s statement later 
was challenged by nineteenth-century 
ornithologists, because east of the 
Mississippi geese always nested on the 
ground. But Lewis was right; on the 
Plains, geese often nested in trees as 
a precaution against predators. Alan 
reminded us that Lewis was surprised 
to find a goose nest on May 3 [1805] 
among some driftwood; it was the first 
he had seen on the ground. Lewis took 
three eggs from it. 
For those who may be interested, here is 

a link to an old Mutual of Omaha’s Wild 
Kingdom program on YouTube that shows 
geese nesting in old osprey nests at the 
top of trees in western Montana, with the 
inevitable footage of the goslings jumping 
from the nest to the ground to follow 
Mom and Dad to the water: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=wHyuYvvNMe4.

Canada Goose in an old raptor nest in a 
cottonwood tree at Oxbow Park, March 31, 2010. 

Photographer: Fred Petersen.
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The weather this February and March 
went beyond balmy to approach 
tropical. National Weather Service 
records showed that February 2015 
was the warmest February on record 
for Reno (since 1888). March is also 
shaping up to be a record-breaker. It 
is no surprise that the operative word 
for birds this late winter and spring 
was EARLY.
Turkey Vultures arrived very early 
this year—by several weeks. Scott 
Rudolph saw a lone vulture in Carson 
City on February 14. Jonathan 
Heywood reported one in west 
Reno on February 18. The only 
earlier sighting of a Turkey 
Vulture in northern Nevada area 
over the last 20 years was one 
spotted on January 29, 2008, 
soaring over Sparks. 
Tree Swallows, usually the first 
swallow species to arrive, got 
here a tad early this year; seven 
soared over the Truckee River 
near Mayberry on February 
15. Northern Rough-winged 
Swallows showed up on March 
14 at the Carson River. By the 
third week of March, a mixed 
flock of swallows: Tree, Barn, 
Cliff, and Violet-green Swallows fed 
over the Carson River.
Sandhill Cranes also arrived early 
again this year in the Carson Valley, 
on February 16, which was five days 
later than in 2014. Interestingly, 
2015, 2014, and 2013 were the only 
years in this century that Sandhill 
Cranes were spotted in our area in 
February. Climate change is not a 
myth. 
American White Pelicans showed 
up in large groups in Fallon very 
early this year: on January 31, 26 
were counted at Stillwater. Harmon 
Reservoir hosted 37 on February 2, 
and their numbers grew to 85 before 
March arrived. Checking the eBird 

listings, it looks like up to 10 pelicans 
may have spent all winter in the 
Fallon area. 
Once again this year, Dianne 
McAllister hosted the first 
hummingbird of the year, a female 
Anna’s Hummingbird, which came 
to her west Reno yard on March 8, 
one day earlier than last year. Also 
on March 8, Paul Hurtado saw two 
Anna’s at Davis Creek Park.
Water-fowl and gulls moved through 
our area in impressive numbers in 

February, stopping at local water 
bodies to fuel up. On February 
12, Swan Lake hosted over 500 
Canvasback, about 100 Redheads, 
and over 1,000 gulls (which were too 
far away to identify to species), but 
no swans. Washoe Lake hosted over 
2,500 California Gulls on February 
15, accompanied by more than 1,000 
Northern Pintails, 100 each of 
American Wigeon and Mallards, 
and 20 Tundra Swans. 
Shorebird migration got off to an 
early start; Dave Hubbard found 
75 very early American Avocets at 
Swan Lake on February 2. About 
a dozen avocets and a few Black-
necked Stilts were at Damonte 

wetlands the first week of March. 
In mid-March the Carson Lake 
wetlands in Fallon hosted a shorebird 
bonanza seen by several fortunate 
birders. Thousands of American 
Avocets, many hundreds of Black-
necked Stilts, about 800 Long-billed 
Dowitchers, and a sprinkling of 
Dunlins, crowded the mudflats and 
cruised the shallows. Rose Strickland 
said that, except for sleeping birds, 
every bird was drilling the mud or 
sweeping the surface water for what 
must have been a lot of food. About 

1,200 Snow Geese, 500 
Northern Shoveler, many 
hundreds of various dabbling 
ducks, and more than 75 
White-faced Ibis also 
partook in the abundance. 
It must have been a sight to 
behold.
The usual pre-spring nesters 
in our area got right down 
to business this year. The 
Double-crested Cormorant 
breeding colony on the 
island at Virginia Lake got 
an earlier start than usual 
(by a few days). Good thing, 
because the first cormorants 
arriving on February 10 

found their island completely bare 
of any nests, so they had a lot of 
work to do to gather sticks and 
rebuild. By February 21 there were 
15 cormorants occupying territories. 
On March 25, Paul Hurtado counted 
80 cormorants on the island, many on 
nests.
Appropriate for Valentine’s Day, 
Rob Lowry noticed a pair of 
Great Horned Owls had set up 
housekeeping in an old Barn Owl 
nest in a tree cavity along the Carson 
River. By March 17, three Great 
Horned nests were occupied along 
the Carson River. Rob said that two 
rare Canada Tree Geese were also 
nesting along the river, one in a 

BIRD NOTES
Kathy Oakes   775-747-5446  oakesy@sbcglobal.net

Bewick’s Wren at Washoe Lake State Park 
on November 30, 2013. Photographer Ed Oakes.
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BIRD NOTES (continued) DONORS

American White Pelican $100-$499
Larry Metler
Elizabeth Robinson
Paula and Donald Winne
American Avocet $50-$99
Randy McNatt
Laurie and Phil Brazier
Jean K. Browne
Nancy Peppin
Patagonia, Inc. matching donation  
 for Ron Hunter
Mountain Bluebird $20–$49
Kathleen Malcomson
Janie Young
Peggy Bolesta
Alice Grulich-Jones
Nancy Elcano
Ruby Crowned Kinglet $10-$19
Ed Tilzey
Ralda Lindstrom
Hildegard Harper

BIRDS & BOOKS
Zena Lamp                     
775-762-3068               
zenanlamp@gmail.com

Everyone is welcome to our fun flock of 
readers interested in nature, especially 
birds and birding. We meet on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month at Sundance 
Bookstore, 121 California Avenue, 
Reno at 2:00 p.m. Books are selected 
in advance, but you can join us even 
without having read them. Sundance 
Bookstore has a coffee bar and an 
outdoor patio, and parking is available. 
For a brief description 
of the selected books, 
please visit the LAS 
website. 
May 27, 2015
The Ardent Birder, 
by Todd Newberry 
and Gene Holtan
There is no meeting 
in June.

former Great Horned Owl nest and 
the other in a former Red-tailed 
Hawk nest. The geese were both 
still on their high nests a week later.
According to Justin White, a UNR 
graduate student doing research on 
urban hawks around Reno, Red-
tailed Hawks were incubating eggs 
very early this year—by March 6 
(or maybe earlier because Justin 
had not visited any nest areas 
for about a week). Alan Wallace 
reported that a Red-tailed Hawk 
pair re-occupied a nest in west 
Reno that has been used annually 
for more than 10 years. The pair 
had been hanging around the nest 
since late February and began 
incubation on March 9.
A pair of Red-shouldered Hawks 
that had been frequenting Oxbow 
Park since early February finally 
decided to start a family. Martin 
Meyers saw them copulating 
on March 1, and Fred Petersen 
watched them building a nest 
on March 13, which they were 
still adding to on March 21. It 
appears that Reno’s population of 
breeding Red-shouldered Hawks is 
continuing to expand.
Bewick’s Wrens, one of my local 
favorite songsters, started singing 
in our yard in mid-February. We 
are fortunate to have six species of 
wren in our area, all accomplished 
singers. Okay, the song of the 
Marsh Wren is not as melodious 
as that of the other wren species, 
but Marsh Wrens certainly get 
points for volume and persistence. 
This February and March, local 
birders managed to record five out 
of the six possible wren species. 
Marsh Wrens were in all the local 
marshes and were already singing 
(or buzzing) in late February. 
Rock Wrens, whose loud song 
of repeated musical and buzzy 
phrases reminds me of a miniature 

mockingbird, were seen this March 
at Mogul, McCarran Ranch, and 
Golden Eagle Park. Many people 
associate Canyon Wrens with 
Utah slick rock country and don’t 
realize that we have these great 
songsters in several of our local 
canyons. Alan de Queiroz heard 
the calls (but unfortunately not the 
cascading songs) from a couple of 
Canyon Wrens in Hunter Creek 
Canyon on February 23. House 
Wrens got here early this year; 
Dennis Serdehely saw and heard a 
singing House Wren at McCarran 
Ranch on March 21. That same 
day, a House Wren was also heard 
singing along the Carson River by 
the Lowrys. Usually these wrens 
don’t show up in our area until 
mid-April. The only other March 
sighting of a House Wren in our 
area over the last 10 years, was on 
March 31, 2011 at Paradise Park. 
By the way, our sixth wren species 
is the Pacific Wren, which was last 
recorded in our area at Rock Park 
on January 15, 2010.
The prize for the best bird find of 
this season goes to Alan Wallace, 
who found a flock of 14 Pine 
Grosbeaks about one-half mile 
up the Ophir Creek trail at Davis 
Creek Park on February 12. The 
birds were feeding in a deep 
north-facing pine forest and softly 
warbling to each other. The males 
were spectacularly red. Alan said 
that he usually sees only one or two 
Pine Grobeaks in a year, usually in 
summer and at higher elevations, 
so he felt very lucky. Meg Andrews 
reported that the group of 16 was 
still hanging around Davis Creek 
Park two weeks later.
Local birders recorded 131 species 
of birds February through March 
29. Happy birding and thanks to 
all who shared their sightings and 
birding adventures with us on the 
NVBirds Listserv and eBird.
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Field trips are free to Audubon members 
and non-members unless otherwise noted, 
and we encourage birders of all skill 
levels to participate. Trips are subject 
to change or cancellation so please pre-
register with field trip leaders with your 
contact information so they can reach you 
in the event the trip does change and/or is 
cancelled. Remember to dress accordingly 
as the weather can be very unpredictable 
in May and June, and please bring lots 
of water! For additional information 
please check the LAS website (www.
nevadaaudubon.org), the LAS Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
lahontanaudubon) or contact the LAS Field 
Trip Coordinator. 
Saturday, May 2, 2015
South of the Border Down Markleeville 
Way
Time: 7:00 a.m.
Leader: Jim Woods, 775-720-7009, jim.
woods@charter.net
We will enjoy a great morning touring 
around the Markleeville area via 
Woodfords, Diamond Valley, and Indian 
Creek Reservoir. No passports required, 
just your binoculars, water, and a snack. 
Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Maverick gas 
station in Minden (1651 Highway 88, 
Minden, NV 89423). From Reno, head 
south on I-580/Hwy 395, and pass Carson 
City until you come to the light at the 
junction of Hwy 395 and Hwy 88 at the 
entrance to Minden. Go about one block to 
the Maverick station on your right. We will 
be carpooling so bring radios if you have 
them. We’ll plan for lunch in Markleeville. 
The trip will be limited to 12, please 
contact Jim to reserve your space.
Saturday-Sunday, May 2-3, 2015
Owling & the Dawn Chorus
Time: Saturday afternoon
Leader: David Jickling, 775-848-0069, 
david.jickling@gmail.com
Have you ever awakened to the dawn 
chorus? Have you ever called in an owl? 
If your answer to either of these questions 
is “no,” then this may be the trip for you. 
Join David Jickling for an evening and a 
morning near Yuba Pass. Located about 
70 miles northwest of Reno, Yuba Pass is 
located on Highway 49 high up near the 
headwaters of the Yuba River among old-
growth fir trees that provide excellent bird 
watching and listening opportunities. We 

will be camping at Chapman Creek, a 21-
site campground about 2.5 miles past the 
summit. The campground is split into two 
loops; one overlooking Chapman Creek 
and the other neighboring a small meadow. 
A forest of mature fir and lodgepole pine 
trees covers the area, providing pleasant 
shade. A large network of hiking trails is 
available in the area, including the two-
mile Chapman Creek Trail and the Pacific 
Crest Trail. Meet Saturday afternoon, 
May 2, for some informal birding and 
socializing while we set up camp. As dusk 
approaches, David will see what he can 
do to call in an owl or two. No guarantees, 
but we’ll have fun trying and maybe, just 
maybe, we’ll get a Northern Pygmy-Owl, 
or perhaps a Flammulated Owl or Northern 
Saw-whet Owl. Sunday morning we’ll 
wake up to the sound of the dawn chorus in 
the forest. Lots of warblers, woodpeckers, 
and other mountain birds await us as 
we stroll leisurely birding before (and 
after?) breakfast. Should be lots of fun! 
Space is limited to the first 20 people who 
successfully reserve a camp site ($20.00 
per night) at: http://www. recreation.gov/. 
Type in Chapman Creek, or call 877-444-
6777. If you have questions, contact David 
at the number or email above.
Wednesday, May 13, 2015
McCarran Ranch, Truckee River
Time: 7:30 a.m.
Leaders: Dennis and Becca Serdehely, 
775-771-1575, birders@att.net
This will be an excellent trip to observe 
spring migrants as migration will be in 
full swing. We should also be able to 
observe early breeding activity as well as 
see the restoration work that The Nature 
Conservancy has been doing over the last 
several years. We will be meeting at the 
new entrance on the south side so please 
contact Dennis for directions. The plan is 
to bird along the south side down to the 
new bridge and possibly go across and 
then bird the north side if time and interest 
permits. We will not be returning to the 
cars for lunch so please bring a backpack, 
lunch, plenty of water, warm clothes, 
and of course, binoculars! Space is very 
limited, so please contact the leader to 
reserve a spot.

Saturday, May 16, 2015
Davis Creek Park
Time: 7:30 a.m.
Leader: Kathy Oakes, 775-747-5446, 
oakesy@sbcglobal.net
We’ll visit several habitats on this half 
day trip: bitterbrush/sagebrush, willow/
riparian, open Jeffrey pine, and a small 
pond frequented by osprey. It will be 
relatively easy walking on fairly level 
trails with just a bit of gentle up and 
down. Plan on walking no more than a 
mile during our birding trip. We hope to 
see the resident Calliope Hummingbirds, 
White-headed Woodpeckers, Black-
headed Grosbeak, Western Tanager, 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Spotted Towhee, 
Western Wood-Pewee, maybe Olive-sided 
Flycatcher, and others. You can bring a 
picnic lunch for after birding if you like. 
We’ll meet in front of the Lakeview Area 
Group Picnic site. After entering Davis 
Creek Park on the main park road, turn 
left at the first fork toward the day-use 
areas (and away from the campground 
entrance); continue past the Ophir Creek 
trailhead parking and first couple of 
parking and picnic areas; at the next fork, 
bear to the right, following the signs for 
the Lakeview Group Picnic area. There is 
plenty of parking here (over 20 spaces in 
the loop). This trip is limited to the first 
12 participants to sign up. Please register 
with Kathy Oakes by phone or email. 
Directions to Davis Creek Park: From 
I-580 travelling either south from Reno 
or north from Carson City, exit at the Old 
US 395 exit (Exit 50) and follow the signs 
to travel west onto the Davis Creek Park 
Road.
Saturday, May 16, 2015
Silver Saddle Ranch, Carson City
Time: 7:30 a.m.
Leader: Nancy Santos, 775-884-1570, 
nancylas@att.net
Sponsored by LAS and Friends of Silver 
Saddle Ranch, this trip includes a walk 
along riparian habitat adjacent to the 
Carson River. Other habitats along the 
way include agricultural fields, sagebrush, 
and willows. The diversity of habitats 
provides for a diversity of bird species 
to be observed. All levels of birders 
are welcome and beginning birders are 
encouraged to attend. Please contact 
Nancy to register for the trip.

FIELD TRIPS 
Jasmine Kleiber  nevadabirder@gmail.com
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` Price Postage TOTAL
Important Bird Areas of Nevada             $10     $4.60              _____
Published by Lahontan Audubon Society, 2005
A Birding Guide to Reno and Beyond - Second Edition  $10 $2  _____
Published by Lahontan Audubon Society, 2007
Nevada Birding Map - Second Edition     $4 $1  _____
Published by Lahontan Audubon Society, 2007    
Tahoe Area Plants & Animals Pocket Guide $7 $1  _____
Wildflowers of the Northern Nevada Cold Desert $8 $2  _____
Published by the Nevada Native Plant Society
Hummingbirds of Nevada $5 $1  _____
Published by Lahontan Audubon Society, 2014

NAME (please print)______________________________________________________ TOTAL ORDER   _____ 

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________ 

CITY _________________________ STATE ________  ZIP CODE ____________

PHONE _______________________________________________________________

EMAIL_______________________________________________________________ (in case of a question regarding your order)
Make checks payable to Lahontan Audubon Society and mail with this form to: 

Jane Burnham, LAS Sales, 8071 Big River Drive, Reno, NV 89506

LAS MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM
Lahontan Audubon Society Membership: All funds remain in the community. Members receive The Pelican 
newsletter and may elect to receive email activities notices. Please complete and mail this form with payment.

1.  LAS Renewal         New Membership          Send me a National Audubon application                 
2.       Individual/Family - $20/year            Full Time Student/Senior (over 62) - $15/year
LAS Donations: Please select level:   Ruby-crowned Kinglet - $10   Mountain Bluebird - $20 
 American Avocet - $50    American White Pelican - $100  Golden Eagle - $500 or more 
Volunteering: I am interested in receiving information about volunteering for LAS:  
NAME (please print) _____________________________________________________  

ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________

CITY _________________________ STATE ________  ZIP CODE ____________

PHONE ______________________________________ _________________________

EMAIL__________________________________________________________________ Include on LAS-only email list
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED         $_____________________    May / June 2015  issue

Make check payable to Lahontan Audubon Society and mail this form to:
LAS Membership, P.O. Box 2304, Reno, NV 89505

SUBSCRIPTIONS

The Pelican is the official newsletter of the Lahontan Audubon 
Society and is published six times annually. Subscriptions are 
paid for as part of the dues of LAS or the National Audubon 
Society. LAS welcomes gifts, donations, and bequests in gen-
eral, or gifts in honor or memory of relatives and friends. Such 
donations will be used as specified or, if unspecified, will be 
used to support LAS education and conservation projects. All 
donations are tax deductible.

WHERE TO WRITE:
Keep conservation to the forefront. Write your elected officials and 
tell them how you feel:

Senator Harry Reid Senator Dean Heller
400 S. Virginia St. #902 400 S. Virginia St. #738
Reno, NV 89501 Reno, NV 89501
Toll-free: 1-866-736-7343 Reno phone: 775-686-5770

Representative Mark Amodei Governor Brian Sandoval
400 S. Virginia St. #502 101 N. Carson St.
Reno, NV 89501 Carson City, NV 89710
Reno phone: 775-686-5760 775-684-5670
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Go E-Pelican! Sign up to 
get an email notice when 
The Pelican is posted to the 
website. Email your rer-
quest to oakesy@sbcglobal.
net. 

Featured Feathered Friend
May/June 2015

Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus)
•	 Occurs in northern Nevada in the summer where 

it nests in shrubs within sagebrush steppe habitat; 
winters in southern Nevada.

•	 Typically difficult to see as they spend most of their 
time on the ground feeding on insects under cover 
of shrubs; most easily seen during the spring when 
males appear to sing endlessly on tall perches.

•	 Smallest of the thrashers, with gray upperparts, light 
underparts with spotted to streaked chest and belly, 
and a yellow eye.

•	 This is a species of conservation concern due to 
the decline of suitable sagebrush habitat from 
catastrophic wildfire, invasive plants, development, 
and grazing.

THE PELICAN

Sage Thrasher, Photo by Martin Meyers, 
sierrabirdbum.com


